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Tuesday, June 7, 2016


Present: Chairman Krieger and Selectman Fiske.
Also present was Road Agent Lance Houle and Fire Chief Rick Wright.

Selectman Ives was at the Merrimack Valley High School awards ceremony presenting 2016 Arthur E. McNeil & Raymond C. Cummings Memorial Scholarships on behalf of the Selectmen and the Scholarship committee.

Chairman Krieger called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Chairman Krieger explained that before this meeting there was a Hazard Mitigation Informational Meeting from 5:30-6:00pm.

I. Selectman Fiske moved to approve the Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 31, 2016 as written.  Seconded by Chairman Krieger. All in favor.  Motion carried.

II. The Board met with Road Agent Lance Houle.
a. Mr. Houle explained that he reviewed the pavement bids that were opened last week. Selectman Fiske said that Advanced Paving appears to be the low bidder. Chairman Krieger agreed and stated that Advanced Paving will be awarded the bid for the paving that was discussed last week.
b. Mr. Houle said they are finished up the grading, they have a little more clean-up to do and then they will be moving on to culverts. 

III. The Board met with Fire Chief Rick Wright.
a. Chief Wright had two copies of the agreement between the Town of Chichester and the Town of Loudon regarding building inspections. 
b. Chief Wright asked the Board to review and sign the revalidation paperwork for Medicare. 
c. Chief Wright said he okayed the use of Fire Station 1 for the September 13 and November 8 elections as requested by the town moderator. A meeting will be held prior to the September 13 election.
d. Chief Wright submitted a copy of a quote for a fire alarm system at the highway garage. He suggested that as the fiscal year is coming to an end they should see if they can get it done in this budget.
e. Chief Wright said they recently met with the LYAA president about the concession building at the rec field. The Fire Association has offered to do some repair and maintenance work at that building. He explained that LYAA have let the Fire Association use it for fundraisers at Old Home Day. Chief Wright said the association will buy the materials and volunteer labor to do the work. 

IV. The Board began their review of weekly correspondence.
a. The Board received a request from a reporter at the Concord Monitor to supply him with employee information. Chairman Krieger said the request will be forwarded to NHMA before the information is forwarded to the Concord Monitor. 
b. The Board received an email from the Police Department regarding a police detail that was scheduled for today but was cancelled. The cancellation was not relayed to the Loudon Police Department. Chairman Krieger stated that he would step down on this decision. Selectman Fiske said he understands that mistakes are made and that the Police Department should pay the detail. 
c. The Board received an email from Keith Cota, NHDOT regarding Rte. 106 Improvement meetings. Chairman Krieger explained that they are getting ready to hold meetings for the widening of a 3.5mile section of road starting just south of Shaker Road intersection and northerly to Shaw Road. He read that the widening consists of creating a center turn land and widening shoulders to accommodate left and right turns into driveways and intersections. NHDOT is asking if the Town of Loudon wants to hold a meeting with Canterbury or without Canterbury. Chairman Krieger said he thinks a meeting with Canterbury would be a good idea. Selectman Fiske agreed.
d. The Board received the estimated total assessment for the Town of Loudon to the Merrimack Valley School District for the upcoming year. The total assessment is $7,837,496, the eleven monthly payments from Loudon to the school is $712,499.64.
e. The Board received a reimbursement request from Town Clerk. The Board agreed to the refund.
f. The Board received a letter from George Sansoucy regarding abatement requests.
g. The Board received the April and May Agriculture Commission Meeting Minutes. 

V. The Board recognized Mike Harris from the audience.
a. Mr. Harris explained that for the last several years the Selectmen have allowed a large amount of motorcycles to leave the track go North on 106, across Loudon Ridge, down Lower Ridge to Clough Hill Road, back down 106 to the track, test driving motorcycles. He thinks it is very harmful. Mr. Harris said the track is large enough it should be done there. 
b. Mr. Harris said there are covenants in place regarding activities at the track. He said there are restrictions including nighttime activities. He said they are supposed to publish a muffled/non-muffled event calendar so people can plan events in their own backyards. 

VI. Chairman Krieger explained that the Board is going to meet with members of the Merrimack Valley Trail Riders and the Bee Hole Beavers Snowmobile Club to discuss the Wiggin Road bridge.
Chairman Krieger recognized Chip Fredette, representative of the Merrimack Valley Trail Riders. Mr. Fredette said with him is Tom Levesque, President of the Club and Lisa Connor, Executive Director of Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Mr. Fredette said it is his understanding that at last week’s meeting there was talk about the bridge being shut down. Chairman Krieger confirmed that, he said a letter was sent from them to Fish and Game because the snowmobile club said the bridge is unsafe. Chairman Krieger said he spoke to Mr. Fredette about different options they have such as shutting the bridge down or using a different route. Chairman Krieger recognized Julie Robinson from the Conservation Commission. Ms. Robinson said her concern is that there have been vehicles going through the wetlands on the sides of the bridge. Chairman Krieger asked Mr. Fredette what his suggestions are. Mr. Fredette said if the concern is for safety they can list the Town of Loudon and the snowmobile club on the event certificate of insurance and they can re-deck the bridge before the weekend. Mr. Fredette showed the Board pictures of the bridge that he took this evening. Chairman Krieger recognized Bill Palmer from the Bee Hole Beavers snowmobile club. Mr. Palmer said it is more than just the decking with the bridge, the railings are very low. He explained that they don’t want to put any money into it because they are applying for a grant to replace it. Mr. Fredette said throughout the ride they cross many different kinds of bridges and they are not concerned about this one. He said they can have the decking replaced by Friday. Elgie Goodwin said he can appreciate what he says but he has watched this event for many years and they won’t be riding single file and there won’t be one bike on the bridge at a time, if it gets backed up they’ll cross in the water. Mr. Fredette said they haven’t had their event yet and people are crossing in the water. Lisa Connor thanked the Selectmen and the Town of Loudon; this is the 36 year for the event and they have raised 2.2 million dollars for 200 families that live with Cystic Fibrosis. Tom Levesque said they go through DES, Fish & Game, in thirty-six years they have never gone through a snowmobile bridge, all the machines are registered for the road, all machines are being driven by licensed individuals. Elgie Goodwin said the snowmobile club is responsible for the bride year around, they don’t think it is safe, they don’t want to put money into it, they’ve applied for the grant to replace it. Mr. Goodwin said the grant stated that the bridge will be for snowmobile use only not for motorized vehicles. Chairman Krieger said the following from NHMA:  All of that being said, it is also true the select board can authorize the use of Class VI highways and bridges for use by OHRVs, RSA 215-A:6 (IX).  Such use of a Class VI road and bridge by OHRVs is prohibited until that permission is granted by the select board.  RSA 215-A:6 (II).  The same is true for snowmobiles.  The select board can authorize the use of Class VI highways and bridges for use by snowmobiles, RSA 215-C:8 (IX).  Such use of a Class VI road and bridge by snowmobiles is prohibited until that permission is granted by the select board.  RSA 215-C:8 (II). Therefore, in this setting if the snowmobile people can demonstrate that the OHRV use of the bridge in question does material harm to the bridge, the select board could withdraw permission for use of the section of Class VI road by OHRVs employing its authority to do so pursuant to RSA 215-A:6 (IX).  Ideally that decision would be based upon objective evidence of the purported damage to the bridge by OHRVs and not just based upon the apparent animosity between the OHRV crowd and the snowmobile crowd.  Chairman Krieger asked if re-routing the ride is an option. Mr. Fredette said it isn’t for a couple of reasons. He explained that if the issue with the bridge is genuinely a concern about liability, it is covered and Mr. Fredette said changing the route would send 200 bikes through a residential subdivision. Selectman Fiske asked again if there is a way to plank the bridge to be sufficient for this event. Mr. Fredette said it would be very easy to run a pair of 2x12’s down the length of the bridge. Selectman Fiske asked if they will have spotters at the bridge to watch the wetlands and keep riders on the bridge. Selectman Fiske thanked everyone for coming to an amical resolution. Julie Robinson said that in the future they need to look into the issue with the wetlands; it looks like cars, 4-wheelers etc. are driving through there. 
VII. Selectman Fiske moved to adjourn 7:16 PM. Seconded by Chairman Krieger.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

LOUDON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

_________________________________ 
Robert P. Krieger, Chairman

_________________________________ 
Steven R. Ives, Selectman  

_________________________________ 
Robert N. Fiske, Selectman

Page 1 of 4

