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Tuesday, May 10, 2016


Present: Chairman Krieger, Selectman Ives and Selectman Fiske.
Also present was Fire Chief Rick Wright and Police Sergeant Kris Burgess.

Chairman Krieger called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

I. Selectman Ives moved to approve the Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 3, 2016 as written.  Seconded by Selectman Fiske.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

II. The Board met with Fire Chief Wright.
a. Chief Wright explained that the Chichester Town Administrator called and asked if he could help with building inspections for three weeks in June. He explained that the building inspector is having significant health issues and their backup guy is away in June. Chief Wright said the estimated hours would be ten hours or less and the Town of Chichester would pay the Town of Loudon. He explained that it would just be field work no office work. Selectman Fiske said he is skeptical of it because of a liability issue. He said he’d like to help them out but under the circumstances he would have to say no, he indicated that Chief Wright probably has enough of his own work. Chief Wright said they are getting very busy with the good weather. Selectman Ives asked if they could give them a few hours to get through this jam. He suggested that possibly Chichester could appoint someone and Chief Wright could guide them; if he has time.  Selectman Ives said they have had a great working relationship with them for years. He suggested that if someone was appointed from Chichester and Chief Wright worked under that name it might take care of the liability issue. Chairman Krieger agreed that he would like to help them as well but he is concerned about the liability. He said he would like to see it run by the town attorney for guidance but that will cost Loudon. Selectman Ives suggested that Chief Wright contact Chichester, explain the liability concerns and ask if they would be willing to pay for our town attorney’s advice.  
b. Chief Wright said Thursday the Central NH Hazmat Team will be doing a training exercise at Station 2. He explained that the NH Fire Academy will be filming it for training purposes.
c. Chief Wright said they held several CPR/AED classes at NHMS. Chairman Krieger commented that he thinks the Fire Department is doing an awesome job with community outreach programs; he gets comments on it a lot and appreciates it.
d. Chief Wright said they had an engine and three firefighters represent the Town of Loudon at the Safe Kids event at the track last week. 
e. Chief Wright said the Fire Department will be holding their annual Red Cross Blood Drive tomorrow from 2-7 pm. 
f. Chief Wright said next Monday the Fire Department is hosting a Second Alarm Mutual Aid Drill at NHMS. 
g. Chairman Krieger asked Chief Wright if he received the information about the helicopter rides that were discussed last week. Chief Wright said he did receive the information. Chairman Krieger said they tabled it so they could check with Chief Wright for any concerns. He explained they had concerns with the flight plan on the northeast corner of the track as well as how low the helicopters will be flying. Dave Swenson representing the Children’s Charities said they can redraw the flight plan and cut the corner back he said the helicopters won’t be flying higher than 300-500 feet above the track. Selectman Ives said his biggest concern is the noise; residents already deal with enough and now another element is being added. Selectman Fiske commented that there will still be helicopters running people in and out also. Chairman Krieger read that JBI has twenty-five million in liability insurance and names NHMS and Children’s Charities, he asked if the Town of Loudon could be added to that. Someone answered yes. Selectman Ives said he would like to limit this to one race to see how it goes rather than commit to two now. Chief Wright asked where they would be refueling. Someone answered typically they use Kim Bean’s field. Chief Wright asked where people would be lined up for the rides, he was told outside the fenced area. Chief Wright asked if they fly over the grandstands, he was told no. The Board agreed that they could have the helicopter rides for the July race; someone from Children’s Charities would need to come back to the Selectmen to discuss how that goes to see if it will be okay for the September race. 

III. The Board met with Sergeant Kris Burgess.
a. Sergeant Burgess submitted five pistol permits for review and signature.

IV. Selectman Ives made a motion to unseal the minutes from last week’s meeting regarding the Police Chief position. Seconded by Selectman Fiske. Roll call vote: Krieger – yes; Ives – yes; Fiske – yes.   All in favor.  Motion carried. Selectman Ives made a motion to appoint Kristoffer Burgess as Police Chief of the Town of Loudon effective this day, May 10, 2016 with a salary of $72,000, same benefit package as other employees and a probation period of one year starting today. Seconded by Chairman Krieger. Passed by majority vote. Motion carried. Sergeant Burgess accepted the position under those terms.    

V. The Board recognized Mary Ann Steele representative of the Communication Council.
Ms. Steele explained that eighteen years ago they set up a 501 C3. Ms. Steele explained that they recently got new members who saw they were not covered by any sort of liability insurance. She said they didn’t know if it would be covered by the Town’s policy since it is a town organization; she heard from the office manager that because it is a separate 501C3 it would not be. Ms. Steele said they need to come up with some sort of liability insurance. She explained that as an organization they publish the Ledger and keep the website up; there is not a lot that people would want to sue them over however the concern raised would be the cost of legal services while they argue that they are not liable for whatever harm is claimed. Selectman Ives asked if he understands correctly that their by-laws state they don’t do editorials, informational content only. Ms. Steele agreed. She explained that the way the 501C3 is setup as a charitable foundation which is solely for educational purposes. Ms. Steele said their mission statement which is part of their by-laws say they are there to provide information about local businesses, town government, and local organizations to encourage local informed participation. Ms. Steele said in her opinion the likelihood of them getting sued is slim to none however, it is a litigious society. A gentlemen spoke up to say that he recently refused an officers position with the Council due to the lack of insurance. Ms. Steele stated that she has been doing this for a very long time and again she thinks there is minimal risk; she hasn’t been concerned about it however, she would like to step away at some point and doesn’t want to see the council flounder. The town will look into insurance for them. 

VI. The Board recognized Library Trustee Alice Tuson.
Ms. Tuson explained that they had a hard time getting a replacement part for the motherboard of the furnace so in the meantime they received quotes for new furnaces and decided to go with a new one. Ms. Tuson said the library has the funds in their budget for the new furnace. Selectman Fiske said Hanson-Fox was the original installer; he suggested that they might be able to find a motherboard. Ms. Tuson explained that Irving identified the motherboard wasn’t able to get one. She said they decided this was a good time to replace the furnace. Ms. Tuson said they spoke to Liberty Utilities; they told her it would not be cost effective to go with natural gas. Chairman Krieger thanked them for coming in and keeping them informed.  Selectman Ives said they are doing a good job.

VII. The Board began their review of weekly correspondence.
a. The Board received the Merrimack Valley School District May invoice in the amount of $662,890.83.
b. The Board received Property Liability Trust Organizational Asset Sale information. Chairman Krieger suggested that a copy go to the Fire Department and the Road Agent.
c. The Board received an invite to a meeting regarding Elder Financial Exploitation. The meeting will be held at the Laconia Library on May 25 from 10am to noon. 
d. The Board received a letter from Pauline Touzin thanking the highway crew for the good job ditching on Berry Road. 
e. The Board received a message from a resident of Ricker Road. He would like to speak to a selectman about the road and the trucks coming from the sand pit on Chichester Road. The resident will be invited to get on the agenda. 
f. The Board received a check in the amount of $20,191.66 from ESMI for the 2016 1st quarter Host Community Fee.
g. The Board received the Manual of Best Management Practices for Agriculture of NH from Earl Tuson. The Office Manager will be asked to get a copy for each of the selectmen.

VIII. Selectman Ives read the following: We, the Selectmen and Assessors of the Town of Loudon, NH, do solemnly swear that in making the inventory for the purpose of assessing the foregoing taxes we appraised all taxable property at its full value, and as we would appraise the same in payment of a just debt due for a solvent debtor.  So help us God.

Selectman Ives read the Tax Collector’s Warrant into the record: TO: Helen L. McNeil, Collector of Taxes for Loudon, New Hampshire in said county. In the name of the State you are hereby directed to collect the property taxes in the list herewith committed to you, amounting to the sum of Five Million Five Hundred Thousand One Hundred Nine Dollars and Fifty Cents ($5,553,199.00) and with interest at twelve (12%) percent per annum from July 5, 2016 thereafter, on all sums not paid on or before that day.  And we further order you to remit all monies collected to the Town Treasurer, or to the Town Treasurer’s designee as provided by RSA 41:29, VI, at least on a weekly basis, or daily whenever tax receipts total One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) or more. Given under our hands at Loudon, New Hampshire, this Seventeenth day of November in 2015. Board of Selectmen, Loudon, New Hampshire.  Motion to accept the warrant by Selectman Fiske. Seconded by Selectman Ives.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

IX. Selectman Ives moved to adjourn 6:46 PM. Seconded by Selectman Fiske.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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